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An Urban Oasis   (The Natural Side of Creekside Park) 
Author: Henry Crahalla 

Blacklick Creek Watershed Action Plan Update 
Author:  Kurt Keljo 

How thankful we should be to have such beautiful and diverse parcel of nature.  In early Spring 

you can enjoy the spotted gar migrating up stream to spawn.  The larger long-snouted female 
is usually closely escorted by two or three anxious males.  By watching from the bridge you 
can get a close and clear view of their exhaustive trav-
ersing of the shallow rapids.  This occurs the first or 

second week in May, mostly mornings. 

Also quite fascinating is the mating of the huge snapping 
turtles that reside in the algae pond along the boardwalk 

to the golf course.  A truly laborious transaction lasting 
up to 20 minutes.  I hear that they have been in and 
around that pond for about 15 years.  They cohabitate 

the pond with cute muskrats (often mistaken for bea-
vers), many frogs and yellow sliders (turtles).  There are 
also soft-shell turtles that reside in the muddy cove by 

the dock across the creek from Creekside Café. 

Of course, the squirrels and chipmunks are in great 
abundance seen throughout the park., with an occasional sighting of North American short-

tailed shrews and field mice.  I once saw a determined squirrel attempting to carry a partially 
full can of Red Bull up a tree, only to have it slip from his teeth half way up.  He gave it three 

tries before giving up.  It was very comedic, however, please don’t litter. 

The variety of birds that one can encounter, besides the local ducks, geese, and swan is sur-
prisingly  very numerous.  From majestic hawks to the tiniest hummingbirds, there are also the 

(continued on page 2—Oasis)  

A final draft of the Blacklick Creek Watershed action Plan (WAP) was submitted to the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
(OEPA) towards the end of March.  Initial feedback indicates that the plan is in need to mini-
mal revisions, which are underway.  Presentations have been made to three governing bodies 
in the watershed and more are scheduled.  A public meeting on the plan will be held at 7PM 

on June 28th at the Beech Maple Lodge in Blacklick Woods Metro Park.  The watershed ac-
tion plan itself can be viewed and/or downloaded at: http://www.morpc.org/pdf/Blacklick WAP 

3 2010 DRAFT.pdf 

The document notes that slightly over half (53%) of the stream lengths that  have been moni-
tored meet the water quality standards set by the OEPA.  The waters of the Blacklick and the 
creeks that flow into it have too many nutrients (chemical compounds that feed plants) in 

them  These nutrients came from rain water that runs off of farms, failed home septic systems, 

(Continued on Page 2—Action Plan) 
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Oasis (Continued from page 1) 

Action Plan (Continued from page 1) 

regular seasonal guests, the blue heron, green heron, chattering king fisher and a host 

of other varieties.  The early mornings are the most active and exciting times for any 

nature lover. 

Snakes are in great abundance, the largest variety is the North American Water 
snake.  During their mating season in the summer you could see them wrapped in a 

“love ball” in overhanging branches along the creek.  I have seen as many as seven in 
one bunch.  I have never encountered any poisonous snakes in the park, which is just 

fine with me.                    

Along with groundhogs, marauding raccoons, a deer or two, there is also a wide vari-
ety of trees.  One of which is the Paw Paw, which bears the largest edible indigenous 
fruit in Ohio.  Mixed among the huge sycamores are the popular Buckeye chestnuts 

and black walnuts.  What a beautiful place, and I have the added blessing of being 

within walking distance. 

As the warm weather wanes and November sets in, there will be an exchange of our 

wildlife friends.  The fish, soft-shell turtles and most others will go south for the sea-
son.  The few that remain, such as the snappers and sliders, crawdads, frogs and oth-

ers, will go underground for a cozy winter’s nap. 

Then in March this beautiful cycle will begin again, Hallelujah!!!  This year it started 
March 10th, with the appearance of the snappers, chirping frogs and the mating of 

our feathered friends..      A truly “Urban Oasis” indeed. 

throughout the watershed.  The same sources that have contributed to the nutrient quantities 

in the streams have also yielded these elevated bacteria counts. 

Erosion and the dirt that it washes into the stream have also been significant problems for 
Blacklick Creek.  The dirt, sand and silt washed away by erosion, settles on the bottom of the 
creek, choking out both insect and fish life.  They also contribute to the amount of nutrients in 

the streams, as fertilizer is washed into the creeks along with the soil.  As more and more of 
the land in the watershed is covered with pavement and buildings. Water runs more and more 
quickly off the land, increasing the volume of water flowing in our streams, and with that in-

creased volume comes more erosion.  In addition to fertilizer and bacteria, the run-off carries 
the oil and other pollutants that have been left on the pavement by cars and trucks and any 

excessive pesticides and herbicides that have been applied to the land. 

Addressing these problems requires the partnership of many people.  In agricultural areas, it 
would be helpful to implement farming practices that minimize the amount of soil, nutrients, 
and bacteria that wash into the creeks.  Making failing home septic systems functional or con-

necting houses to central sewage systems would improve water quality in the watershed.  Im-
proving the ways that rain water running off of the land from housing developments, shopping 
centers, and other businesses is handled would reduce erosion and the pollution that is car-

ried by the water runoff.  Restoring creek segments that have been damaged by human activi-
ties and/or erosion would help improve water quality and animal life in the creeks.  Protecting 
areas along creeks as parks or other protected areas would help limit the potential damage 

done to the creeks in the future, and a volunteer monitoring program would help us know 

whether or not our efforts to improve and protect the creeks have been successful. 

We have a lot of work to do, but it can only be done a little at a time.  We welcome your 

partnership in our efforts.  There are a variety of ways that you can contribute, ranging from 

giving of your time to providing financial support for the work of the groups in the watershed.   

 

“love ball” in overhanging branches 

along the creek 
Picture by Henry Crahalla 

“” 

“in great abundance seen 
throughout the park” 
Picture by Henry Crahalla 

Page 2  

“We welcome 

your partnership 

in our efforts.  

There are a 

variety of ways 

that you can 

contribute . . . . .” 



Page 3  

Streamside Protection 
Author:  Bob Bostard 

The following are excerpts from Ohio EPA Permit No. OHCO 00001 for stormwater discharges associated with construction 

activity within portions of the Olentangy River Watershed. 

 

St r eam s id es a r e kn own  as th e Ripa r ian  Ar ea  an d ar e de f in ed b y th e Oh io  
EPA as the transition area between flowing water and terrestrial (land) ecosystems composed of trees, shrubs and surrounding 

vegetation.  The ecosystem serves to stabilize erodible soil, improve both surface and ground water quality, increase stream 

shading and enhance wildlife habitat. 

The Riparian Setback or Undisturbed Protection Zone is the distance on both sides of a stream from the centerline of the 

stream to the line that is formed by the edge of permitted and desired disturbance or construction.  This area formed is also 

known as the Stream Corridor Protection Zone and should be kept in as natural state as possible. 

The riparian setback requirements should consist of two parts; the first, a streamside ñno disturbanceò buffer and the second, 

an outer óno build areaô.  No structure, fill, or activity that would impair the flood plain or stream stabilizing ability of the outer 

area should occur. 

There are four stream types consisting of:  the ómain stemô (the stream that is being protected); the óperennialô (streams that 

flow at least nine months of typical climate year);  the óintermittentô (streams that flow for less than nine months of a typical 
climate year);  and the óephemeralô (streams that flow only in response to storm events). 

The riparian setback distances should vary with the stream type as follows:  The main stem ï a streamside minimum buffer of 

100 feet or more as measured horizontally from the ordinary high water mark per side and an outer area sized to the regulatory 

100 year flood plain based on FEMA mapping.  Perennial ï a streamside minimum buffer of 100 feet and an outer area sized 

to 100 year flood plain based on FEMA mapping.  Intermittent ï a streamside minimum buffer width of 50 feet per side meas-

ured from the centerline of the stream.  Ephemeral ï streamside minimum buffer width of 35 feet per side measured horizon-

tally from the centerline of the stream. 

Riparian setback mitigation ï the mitigation will be measured by the horizontal distance the intrusion is from the stream and 

would be required to be within the same Watershed Assessment Unit 914-digit HVC scale).  Mitigation would be required to 

be protected in perpetuity by binding conservation easements or environmental covenants. 

The benefits of the Streamside Protection are provided as follows: 

The smallest stream (the ephemeral) provides a home (vernal pools) for frogs and salamanders which are part of the food chain 
for the Great Blue Heron as well as providing open space for wildlife and human beings and ground water recharge 

The intermittent streams provide hydrocarbon removal of surface water runoff from agricultural fields and ground water re-

charge.  

The Perennial and main stem stream sides, with the appropriate plant material on the banks, will provide stream erosion pro-

tection, shade for the fish, act as barrier to trash and runoff sediment and provide hydrocarbon removal. 

By trapping the surface water runoff and the high stream flows on the banks within the trees, shrubs, and plants, the ground 

water will be recharged and up to 80% of the total suspended solids (TSS) will be removed. This will result in high quality 

water that provides good habitat for fish, wild life, and humans living downstream. 

Pictures taken at Creekside 

by Henry Crahalla 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A public meeting on the  

Blacklick Creek Watershed 

Action Plan  

will be held at 7PM on June 28 

at the Beech Maple Lodge in 

Blacklick Woods Metro Park. 

 
 

 

       From:  Friends of  Big Walnut 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 Robert C. Bostard 
446 Sutterton Dr. 

Gahanna, OH 43230 

614-478-5418 
E-MAIL    rbostard@wowway.com 
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MISSION:  

We Protect, Preserve 

And Restore our Creeks 

For the Wildlife 

And Urban Communities 

as we jointly 

Depend on their Health 

sor our Survival 

We practice responsible 

Stewardship in our 

Watershed 

Through education, 

Collaboration, 

And inspiration 


